
Southington Public Library 
255 Main St., Southington, CT 

Library Board Meeting 
May 12, 2014 

 
Meeting called to order by Chairman Mary Ellen D’Angelo at 5:30 
PM. The Pledge of Allegiance was said by all. 
 
Members in attendance: Mary Ellen D’Angelo, Heidi Bittner, 
Marion Manware, Kevin Curtiss, Susan Smayda. Absent: 
Frances Meade, Patricia Kraut, Robert Cusano, Kelly Nichols, 
Ruth Riccio.  Guests: 2 students from Civics class, and one 
students’ father. 
 
Secretary’s Minutes 
 
Public Communications: There were none. 
 
Library Board Communications: There were none. 
 
Secretary’s Minutes: There was no quorum; will be voted on 
next meeting. 
 
Finance: April 2014 Financial Report: Director Smayda briefly 
went over the Financial Report; certain areas such as programs 
supplies are low in funds or empty, due to the end of fiscal year. 
No quarum; will be voted on next meeting. 
 
Director’s Report: 
 Director Smayda, as well as members of the library staff, 

attended the Annual Conference of the Connecticut Library 
Association on April 28

th
 and 29

th
. Many outstanding programs 

were offered. Children’s Librarians Cindy Wall and Lynn 
Pawloski presented their own excellent lecture on creating 
Maker programs for children. 



 A fabulous lecture given by Dr. Doug Owsley was attended by 
a full house on May 1

st
. Dr. Doug Owsley is the head forensic 

anthropologist at the Smithsonian. Thanks to Liz and Mark 
Kopec for bringing Dr. Owsley to our Library. 

 On May 6
th
, Director Smayda met with members of the 

Coalition to Enchance Family Literacy in New Britain, Plainville 
and Southington to continue work on successful grant 
programs. 

 
Committee Reports: There were none. 
 
Barnes Museum:  
 The Friends of the Barnes group is moving forward with a plan 

to become an incorporated nonprofit organization. 
 A good quote and warranty were given to repair the flat roof 

over the veranda that is leaking.  
 The museum has agreed to participate in the Connecticut 

Open House Day on Saturday, June 14
th
. 

 
Friends of the Library: 
 Walls were painted where the Friends sort their books to give it 

a cheerier appearance. 
 A new book drop will be set up by the staff entrance for 

donations intended for the bookstore. 
 
Buildings and Maintenance: 
Several roofing companies have inspected the library roof for 
repairs. Director Smayda is waiting for their proposals for the work 
involved. 
 
Library Expansion: 
The Town Council has put the Library’s request to apply for a 
State Library Construction Grant on the Agenda for the May 12

th
 

meeting.  
 



 Personnel & Policies:  
 With the new union contract, the staff will be changing to an 

H.S.A. insurance. 
 Paycheck will become bi-monthly instead of weekly. 
 The town is looking to hire an HR department. 
 Many staff members have been out during the past year for 

medical issues; the library has been running on a bare 
miniumum of staff.  

 Money has been requested from transfer from other accounts 
in order to pay staff salaries through June. 

 
Old Business: The damaged wall in the new parking area has 
been fixed. 
 
New Business: Birds created by Kelley Elementary School 
students is on display in the café area and are available to be bid 
on as a fund raiser for various charities. These will be on display 
through May. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 6:02 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Billie Gaber 
 
 


